
 
 
 
 

Be An Underwriter! 
Version 13 

 
KNKR, Kohala Radio, is a non-commercial, all volunteer, FM community radio station located in Hawi. We are a 
registered nonprofit organization serving all of North Kohala.    
 
Our Mission Statement: 
Kohala Radio is a listener supported, non-commercial, nonprofit, community radio station in partnership with 
the Kohala High and Middle schools. We broadcast exclusively to North Kohala on Hawaii Island. KNKR 
reflects the North Kohala community by offering programming by a wide variety of local volunteers. We 
encourage cultural diversity and provide a platform for creative expression. KNKR promotes and broadcasts 
local community activities, news, weather, and events and presents local emergency broadcasting for the 
community. Our mission is to provide programming that attracts sufficient listener support to keep KNKR on 
the air.  
 
Our Annual Budget: 
Although we have no paid staff, and have completed purchasing our broadcast equipment, our current annual 
expenses total $44,000, no small sum to keep us on the air. All of our volunteers financially support the station, 
and donors and listeners contribute as well. Underwriting is a way for us to offer a unique service to 
businesses and nonprofits while providing another funding source to help keep us going. 
 
Underwriting: 
The FCC allows non-profit non-commercial stations to fund themselves through the sale of underwriting. 
Underwriting is a form of non-promotional advertising regulated by the FCC. KNKR is a locally based station, 
so if you are a locally based business, our audience is your customer base. Since we are an isolated community, 
businesses outside of Kohala have no radio options to reach the Kohala audience. KNKR can solve that problem 
and provide a way for you to make Kohala residents aware of your products and services. Underwriting 
messages can increase local awareness of your business and show your support for community based media. 
We also list our underwriters on our website and Facebook page.  
 
The FCC rules control all underwriting messages. These rules allow us to include: 
1)  Company name, location, telephone number, web address. 
2)  An established corporate slogan provided it is not promotional. 
3)  Value neutral description of products and services 
4)  Vendor or trade names of products and services offered 
5)  Length of time the company has been in business 
And we cannot include: 
1)  Calls to action (“this is a deal you can’t pass up” or “come on down”) 
2)  Promotional or qualitative language ("the best ice cream") 
3)  Price information (our fees are only 3%)  
4) Inducements to buy or sell (20% off) 
 
Our KNKR underwriting staff will work with you to create your message. Messages are limited to 30 seconds, 
or about 40 to 60 words. We have a variety of rates and packages to fit any business budget as shown in our 
attached schedule. For more information, contact your KNKR Underwriting Representative or Bob Martin at 
bobmartin@knkr.org or 808 896-0101. 
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Be A KNKR Underwriter! 
 

Underwriting from businesses is one of the key sources of income for small non-commercial 
community radio stations. It is also a popular way for businesses to show that they are 
community oriented and support important community projects.  
 
We offering three flexible plans designed to help you reach your desired audience, and support 
KNKR at a level appropriate to your business as shown below. These plans offer up to 7 
messages per week, but if you would like a plan with larger numbers of messages per week we 
can give you a quote for that. Or, if you want a plan with more unique features, we will be 
happy to consider it and provide a quote to you if it is feasible. 
 
All three plans: 

o are based on a dollar per message pricing,  
o provide costs for up to 7 messages a week (you can request quotes for additional 

messages per week),  
o offer discounts for increasing the number of weeks contracted,  
o include listing the name of your business and a link to your business website on the 

KNKR website ,  
o and include a onetime introductory eight week offer so you can test to see if underwriting 

meets your needs. If you decide that underwriting is not for you during this introductory 
offer, you can discontinue the plan and we'll refund the value of your un-aired messages. 

 
Which one will be best for your business?  
 
In Plan 1, messages are aired in all four of our daily Schedule Sections and on different days of 
the week. This way you get a wide range of listeners. The rate schedule for this plan is based on 
$4 per message. 
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Messages Placed Throughout Broadcast Schedule 
Messages 
per week 
@ $4.00 

per 
message 

One Time 
Only 

Introductory 
Offer           

8 Weeks 13 Weeks 26 Weeks 39 Weeks 52 Weeks 
1 $32.00 $49.92 $98.80 $145.08 $187.20 
2 $64.00 $99.84 $197.60 $290.16 $374.40 
3 $96.00 $149.76 $296.40 $435.24 $561.60 
4 $128.00 $199.68 $395.20 $580.32 $748.80 
5 $160.00 $249.60 $494.00 $725.40 $936.00 
6 $192.00 $299.52 $592.80 $870.48 $1,123.20 
7 $224.00 $349.44 $691.60 $1,015.56 $1,310.40 

Discount 0% 4% 5% 7% 10% 



Plan 2 is similar to Plan 1, but in this plan you can designate the daily Schedule Sections to 
place your messages:  

1. the morning drive time 7 am to 10 am,  
2. the mid-day section 10 am to 4 pm,  
3. the afternoon drive time 4 pm to 6 pm, and  
4. the evening section from 6 pm to 10 pm.  

In plans that are 26 weeks or longer, you can vary your Schedule Sections monthly. This plan is 
based on $6 per message.  
 

Messages Placed On Schedule Sections You Choose 
Messages 
per week 
@ $6.00 

per 
message 

One Time 
Only 

Introductory 
Offer           

8 Weeks 13 Weeks 26 Weeks 39 Weeks 52 Weeks 
1 $48.00 $74.88 $148.20 $217.62 $280.80 
2 $96.00 $149.76 $296.40 $435.24 $561.60 
3 $144.00 $224.64 $444.60 $652.86 $842.40 
4 $192.00 $299.52 $592.80 $870.48 $1,123.20 
5 $240.00 $374.40 $741.00 $1,088.10 $1,404.00 
6 $288.00 $449.28 $889.20 $1,305.72 $1,684.80 
7 $336.00 $524.16 $1,037.40 $1,523.34 $1,965.60 

Discount 0% 4% 5% 7% 10% 
 
 
Plan 3 is similar to both of the above plans, but in this plan you can specify the exact days and 
the hour you want your messages aired. As in Plan 2, in contracts which are 26 weeks or longer, 
you can change your Days and Specific Hours.  This plan is based on $8 per message. 
 

Messages Placed On Days and Specific Hours You Choose 
Messages 
per week 
@ $8.00 

per 
message 

One Time 
Only 

Introductory 
Offer           

8 Weeks 13 Weeks 26 Weeks 39 Weeks 52 Weeks 
1 $64.00 $99.84 $197.60 $290.16 $374.40 
2 $128.00 $199.68 $395.20 $580.32 $748.80 
3 $192.00 $299.52 $592.80 $870.48 $1,123.20 
4 $256.00 $399.36 $790.40 $1,160.64 $1,497.60 
5 $320.00 $499.20 $988.00 $1,450.80 $1,872.00 
6 $384.00 $599.04 $1,185.60 $1,740.96 $2,246.40 
7 $448.00 $698.88 $1,383.20 $2,031.12 $2,620.80 

Discount 0% 4% 5% 7% 10% 
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Underwriting Contract Agreement        
Underwriting Rep _______________    Contract No. __________   

 
Underwriter:___________________   Name of Business:___________________________________ 
 
Contact:                                         Telephone                                  Email_______________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Underwriting Plan:  1   2   3   Messages Per Week:    Number of Weeks:   Recording Voice: M  F  NP                                   
                              (Circle One)                (Circle One) 
 
For Plan 2:  Schedule Sections              _________________________                     _                  ___ 
 
For Plan 3:  Days of  Week:                         Exact Hour Each Day___________________________                                                                                                                                
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Total $ Cost:_________ Start Date:________ End Date:                   Length of Contract:______ ___                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
Key Points about Business Desired in Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agreements: KNKR will broadcast the underwriting messages agreed upon by the Underwriter based on the 
Underwriting Plan selected above. All messages will comply with the FCC rules and KNKR policies, and will be written 
by the KNKR staff, and agreed to prior to the completion of this contract and the start date of the plan. KNKR will permit 
one script change for every eight weeks on contract. Additional script changes will incur a script change fee of $15.00 per 
change unless specifically noted differently above. To avoid Underwriting clutter, KNKR agrees to limit messages to 6 
per hour - no more than 3 at the top of each hour and 3 at the bottom of each hour. The Underwriter agrees to pay full 
payment of total cost prior to the scheduled start date of any underwriting messages. At the request of the Underwriter, at 
the conclusion of the contract term, KNKR will provide the Underwriter a written statement verifying the dates and times 
that each announcement was broadcast. This contract does not give the Underwriter any authority to exercise control of 
KNKR programming or policies. KNKR reserves the right to decline underwriting to any business or organization, and to 
cancel this contract in the event that KNKR and the Underwriter cannot agree on the underwriting message.  
 
Payment Received $______________   Date: ________   Payment Method: Check #: _______ or Cash__ 
 
Signature (Underwriter): ___________________                                    Date: _____________                                                             
 
Signature (KNKR UW Representative):___________________________        Date: ______________   
 
Signature (KNKR UW Manager Approval & Acceptance): ___________________       Date: ______________   
 
Attachment: Copy of the exact agreed upon Message must be attached before Contract Agreement is complete.  
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Underwriting Policy & Guidelines 

These polices and guidelines seek to preserve the non-commercial nature of KNKR. Our listeners value this 
characteristic as part of what makes Kohala Radio unique in sound and substance. It is critical that, in addition 
to providing exceptional programming, we maintain a non-commercial and uncluttered  environment, keep 
listeners engaged during breaks, and air underwriting messages in keeping with our programming values, as 
well as with FCC requirements. Your underwriting support represents a partnership between your organization 
and KNKR, and demonstrates your commitment to community service and quality programming. 
 
KNKR strongly prefers underwriting that supports Kohala Radio as a whole as opposed to supporting a specific 
show. For organizations who want to support a specific show, we will work with you and make that 
determination on a case-by-case basis.   
 
Underwriting message must identify, but may not promote, the underwriter, its services, facilities or products. It 
may not express the underwriter's views on any matter of public interest or importance. It may not support or 
oppose any political candidate. And it must be scheduled so as not to interrupt a station's programs, which 
means that underwriting messages will only occur at the top of an hour or at the bottom of an hour, and will be 
limited to 3 messages for each of these two broadcast periods. In addition to these FCC legal requirements, 
underwriting announcements must be in keeping with the non-commercial nature of our station. To maintain the 
consistency of our sound, all messages are prerecorded by a station voice. 
 
Eligible and Ineligible Underwriting Organizations: 
Both commercial or for-profit businesses and 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations are eligible for underwriting at 
KNKR. All of these policies and guidelines apply to both.  
 
To respect the prohibition against accepting payment for the expression of any "views," KNKR does not accept 
underwriting from political organizations, nor will it accept a message advocating a position with respect to any 
issue, a political party or a candidate for office.  
 
Underwriting by advocacy groups that, as their primary business, seek to influence matters of public concern, 
either through public outreach on a matter or through affecting the legislative process, may be permitted if their 
message does not overtly advocate a specific position. Underwriting by such groups will be taken on a case-by-
case basis, applying a reasonable listener standard. While there is no prohibition in these rules against 
underwriting by advocacy groups in general, in no circumstances will the language of an underwriting 
announcement express an opinion on matters of public concern or otherwise advocate positions on controversial 
matters.  
 
Underwriting by churches or other religiously affiliated groups is acceptable. However, given that most 
listeners will be of different religions, care should be given to ensure that underwriting messages are appropriate 
to the context of public radio, consistent with our publicly-supported mission and funding profile, and not 
unacceptable to those listeners who may not share the underwriters' religious perspective. A reasonable listener 
test will be applied under these circumstances. The guidelines above concerning advocacy groups also apply to 
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these organizations. In addition, this rule prohibits proselytizing language or other language intended to draw 
distinctions between different religions. 
 
Underwriting by commercial and non-commercial competitive media organizations is permitted. 
 
Underwriting by makers and distributors of alcoholic beverages, including wine, beer and distilled spirits, 
tobacco products of all kinds, or medical marijuana are permitted. However, credit language must be 
restrained in tone, and cannot involve product descriptions, other than that necessary to identify the sponsor's 
line of business.  
 
Underwriting by governments or instrumentalities of government is permitted under certain circumstances. 
Underwriting from politically or policy-oriented instrumentalities of government, including foreign countries, 
will not be accepted. At the same time, we encourage underwriting by government agencies or government 
funded organizations that are engaged in commerce, tourism or public education. 
 
KNKR reserves the right to determine that an underwriter or the content of a proposed announcement are 
inconsistent with the station's mission, conflict with KNKR's image, not of general interest to KNKR's listeners, 
or that could be detrimental to the welfare and image of the station or would undermine community support for 
the station. In these cases, underwriting will be declined. 
 
It is KNKR policy to not accept underwriting from organizations involved in labor disputes, that engage in 
discrimination on the basis of race, creed, religion, gender, skin color, sexual orientation, national origin or 
ancestry, disability, marital status, arrest or conviction records, political affiliation, or membership in the armed 
forces of the United States.   
 
Writing Messages, Editorial Control, and Message Lengths: 
While organizations are encouraged to provide all of the information they want in the message on the 
Underwriting contract, and to offer a suggested message, KNKR reserves the right to write, edit, and voice all 
messages. KNKR will exercise absolute editorial control over underwriting messages to conform to our station 
and FCC guidelines. The length of messages may not exceed 30 seconds, generally 40 to 60 words. 
 
 
 
 
. 

 


